Macbeth: Timed Expository Essay
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Writing Situation:  William Shakespeare (1564-1616) is known as the greatest dramatist the world has ever known and remains the world's most popular author. Many Shakespeare scholars credit his continued appeal and fame to two related characteristics; his deep understanding of human nature and a broad knowledge base that encompassed varied interests and fields of study. Both of these attributes contributed to his development of vivid and varied characters from many walks of life and his creative use of language.   
Directions for Writing:  Choose one of the six topics below to write a multi-paragraph essay based on William Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  In your introduction, hook the audience’s attention then universally reflect upon the significance of the topic before tying it in to events in Macbeth and providing a plot summary.  Be sure you have an argumentative thesis statement that is the last sentence of your introduction. In each body paragraph, use at least two examples from the book that are analytically explained in depth to prove your thesis.  Finally, restate the thesis in the conclusion and reflect upon the significance of your thesis and bring the audience to a new level of understanding regarding your topic and what you proved in the body paragraphs.  Be sure to end your essay with an analogy or figure of speech that brings your essay to a powerful close that appeals to a universal audience. You will have two class periods to complete your essay.
· Topic One:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth to clearly analyze how 
the supernatural plays an important role in Macbeth.  Analyze the extent it motivates Macbeth's actions.  
· Topic Two:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth to clearly analyze the relationship between gender and power, particularly Shakespeare’s exploration of the values that make up the idea of masculinity. 
Analyze these values, how various characters embody them, and whether or not Shakespeare subverts his characters’ perception of gender roles.
· Topic Three:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth to clearly analyze Lady Macbeth’s initial character traits that lead her to spur Macbeth to murder King Duncan as well as the character traits that lead to her ultimate demise.
· Topic Four:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth to clearly analyze the role misogyny played and how it contributed to the play’s main conflict and resolution.
· Topic Five:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth to clearly analyze three existential themes and the role they played in Macbeth’s primary decision to kill King Duncan through his eventual defiance of the witches’ prophecy as he battled Macduff in the play’s resolution.  
· Topic Six:  Write an essay using plot developments in Macbeth by creating your own topic.  Your topic must analyze events, themes, characterization or other literary techniques in the play and apply them to a clear subject on which to write.  If you decide to create your own topic, you must first receive teacher approval before beginning to write.
Rubric Evaluation for Macbeth Essay
Self Evaluation.  Using the rubric below, evaluate your Macbeth essay.  For this scale, a score of zero is lowest and a score of four is highest.  After each criterion is evaluated, write in the margins of your written draft a brief comment stating why that score was earned according to the rubric.  Please be honest and conservative in evaluating the essay.

Introduction

· Introduction contains a universal lead that hooks audience’s attention, clearly addresses the prompt,                              and meaningfully reflects about the topic you’ve chosen to write about
0     1     2     3     4   =
· Introduction narrows its reflective lead by smoothly transitioning into the topic for your essay, then 
sets the context of your topic by briefly summarizing Macbeth in the context of your thesis












0     1     2     3     4   =

· Thesis statement is clear, argumentative, answers the prompt, strongly controls essay, thoroughly guides the direction of each body paragraph, and appears as the last sentence of the introduction













0     1     2     3     4   =
Body Paragraphs

· Contains at least three body paragraphs where each contains a strong statement clearly based on the structure of your thesis and controls the paragraph in which it is written
0     1     2     3     4   =
· Each body paragraph analyzes in depth directly cited  examples from Macbeth to clearly support the structure of your thesis by analytically explaining (not summarizing) and evaluating in                           several sentences or more how the cited examples prove your thesis

0     1     2     3     4   =
· At least one body paragraph contains an example of antithesis that is thoroughly refuted                                                         










0     1     2     3     4   =
Conclusion

· Conclusion clearly restates the thesis in different words, appears as the first sentence, and strongly 
states what was proved in the body paragraphs



0     1     2     3     4  


· Reflect upon significance of your thesis in relation to Of Mice and Men by bringing the audience to a                                   new level of understanding regarding your topic that has universal appeal
0     1     2     3     4   =

· Provides a strong, original final statement that uses a figure of speech or analogy to grab the                            audience’s attention






0     1     2     3     4   =
Throughout the Essay

· Written in MLA format,  uses parenthetical citations, is at least five paragraphs long, contains  paragraphs                      of at least twelve sentences or more whereby the writer varies the paragraph structure by providing                               original, in-depth, analytical, evaluative, motivated, and on-topic writing
 0     1     2     3     4   =


· Transitions and attribution smoothly connects sentences, direct citations, and or paragraphs












0     1     2     3     4   =


· Relatively free of pointers, spelling, grammatical, mechanical errors, and completely free of                             plagiarism








0     1     2     3     4   =









Add Scores and Total =


   







Divide Total by 12       =            =          =

Word Processed, Glossed Final Draft.  As you word-process your essay, revise it according to your rubric evaluation.  As you make revisions, gloss the changes by highlighting them in each paragraph in yellow or gray by using your word processor.  Oh, and don’t forget to read the “Writers Rules,” “Pointers,” and “The Write Way” packet before completing your word processed draft, which, of course, must be typed and in MLA format.[image: image3.jpg]
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